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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 

The object of this organization shall be 

te secure for women complete equality 

relationships. 


‘HE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
| “Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
threughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


jee Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, : 
by Lovis LupLow, 
Indiana. 


by Senaror ‘GERALD P. Nyz, North Dakota. 


Equal Rights 


In the Balance at Geneva 


HERE are moments, like those which resulted in the drawing up of 
“he Magna Charta and the Declaration of Independence, which presaged 

centuries of progress and betterment for mankind. Such a moment 
is now at hand at Geneva where eight great international women’s organi- 
zations. are standing before the bar of international public opinion and 
battling for equality in nationality for men and women. 


A mere reading of the names of these organizations arouses utara 


for the quality of the leadership that was capable of bringing them into 


existence: The Inter American Commission of Women draws together the. 


women of all the Americas into a united effort for their mutual welfare. 


The All Asian Conference of Women has the same high purpose for the | 


women of the Far East. The Equal Rights International and the five remain- 
ing organizations stand for the advancement of women all over the world. 
The effects flowing from Magna Charta and the Declaration of Inde- 


| pendence, great as they were, had geographical limits. There is no woman 


in the furthermost corners of the earth — aeenettty oe do not hang 


in the balance at Geneva. 


Briefly, the problem confronting wu siege feminist organizations at 
Geneva is this: Diplomats, blinded by a faise concept of justice, a concept 
that leaves out of reckoning about half the human race, are insisting on the 
adoption of a codification of international law to be administered by the 


~ Worid Court tnat discriminates against women, which would mean that, 


in addition to the shackles of numerous national and local discriminatory 
laws, international chains would now also be forged to keep women in sub- 
jection. This must not be. “Jus” is the Latin for “law,” but it also means 


. “right”; in other words, law and right are synonymous, A law worthy of 
__the name must be founded on right. A codification of law may not have 
injustice as its cornerstone. Perhaps it. were better to state ‘the matter in 


the words of the feminist leaders at Geneva: 


“In conclusion, the committee wishes to state its conviction that it would 


be better to have no codification of international law than codification based 
on the theory of the subjection of women, With all possible earnestness the 


committee urges the Assembly to begin its codification foundations over 


again so that the structure about to be raised may be founded on justice.” 


‘What To Do 


wo silliness before the National Woman’s Party press for immediate 
solution. One is to secure the adoption of the Equality Reservation to 
| adherence to the World Court which is now before the Senate and which, 
if adopted, will prevent the ratification of the proposed unjust World Court 
Code. The other is to secure the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment to 


_ the Federal Constitution. 


In regard to the Equality Reservation, Alice Paul, writing from Geneva, 


says: “If we can possibly win in this fight, it would be about the greatest 


service the Woman’s Party could ever render to the Feminist movement, it 
seems to me. It would affect the position of women all over the world and 
perhaps for centuries to come.” 

As to the Equal Rights Amendment, reference to the loss of jobs recently 
by Married women so that more work would be available to men, will suffi- 
ciently remind readers of Equav Ricurs of the compelling necessity for having 


the principle of equaiity of the sexes incorporated at once into our funda- 
mental law. 


Iris Calderhead Walker, Equality Chairman of the 


Weman’s Party, urges the organization of impressive deputations, composed 
of women in all walks of life, to call on Senators, Representatives and candi- 
dates to secure their pledges in support of the principle of equality, nationally 
and internationally. This should be done at once. We must convince those 
in power and those who are running for office, that the majority of our citizens 
have the self- ‘Tespect and decency to —— for even-handed justice, at home 
and abroad. — 

It is also a good time to go into the wil and precincts and secure the 
pledges of the voters that they will support only candidates who stand 
uneguivocally for Equal Rights. 


Thus in a few short weeks, if every member takes her duty and respon- 


_ sibility to heart, the National Woman’s Party will be instrumental not only 


in raising the status of American women, but will inaugurate a movement 
whose benefits will enure to the whole race. 
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10, 1932 


Feminists N ationality Rights _ 


tee on Nationality which had been 

invited by the League of Nations to 
meet in the League Building, Geneva, on 
August 10, has just completed its work 
with the deposit in the Secretary Gen- 
-eral’s office of two feports on the nation- 
ality of women prepared by the commit- 


tee for transmittal to dinky aed coming As- 
sembly. The chairman of the committee, 


T HE Women’s Consultative Commit- 


Eugénie Meller (Hungary), sent a 


472 


on behalf of the committee to the Secre- 
tary General stating that the committee 


had decided to send to the Assembly two 


reports, each signed by the representa- 
tives of four international feminist organ- 
izations, She enclosed the two reports in 
~ her letter. The reports are complementary, 
ene dealing with recommendations for 
action by the Assembly and the other 
dealing with answers to various objec- 


tions raised by ‘Speakers in the last 


Assembly. 


. The report urging action by the Assem- — 
bly was supported by all of the members | 


of the committee from North and South 
America and from Asia, as well as by 


three European members. The members — 


supporting this report were: Eugenie 
_MeHer, Hungary, and Lola Maverick 


Lloyd, U. 8. A., (representing the Wom-- 


en’s International League for Peace and 


Freedom); Alice Paul, U. A., Marta 


Vergara, Chile, and Maria Pisano (alter- 
nate), Colombia, (representing the Inter- 
American Commission of Women); 


Dorothy Evans, England, and Lillian von 


‘Matsch, U. 8. A. and Austria, (represent- 
ing the Equal. Rights International) ; 
Dr, Rosa Welt Straus, Palestine, and 


Margaret E. Cousins, India, (represent- 


ing the All Asian Conference of Women) ; 
and Vera Ruesch (alternate), Switzer- 
land, (representing the World Unjon of 
Women for International Concord). 
The other report, which confined itself 


to answering objections raised in the last — 


Assembly and which asked for further 
study of the question by the Assembly 
but for no other action, was supported by 
all excepting three of the European mem- 
bers of the committee. Those supperting 
this report were: Maria Vérone, France, 
and Louise van Eeghen, Holland, (repre- 
senting the International Council of 
Women); Emilie Gourd, Switzerland, and 
Dr. Ammie Leuch, Switzerland, (repre- 
senting the International Alliance of 
Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizen- 
ship); Chrystal MacMillan, England, and 
Nellie Schreiber-Favre, Switzerland, (rep- 


resenting the International Federation of - 
Guthrie 


University Women); Ciara 
d’Arcis, Switzerland, and Cécile Wuarin, 
Switzerland, (representing the World 
Union of Women for International Con- 
cord), 

The meeting was highly dramatic. At 


one time all of the European members 
excepting three withdrew and continued 
their deliberations separately, for more 
than a day, in the adjoining room. 
Throughout the meeting the membership 
was divided into two wings. The mem- 


bers from North and South America and — 


Asia always voted as a unit for the more 
radical policy; the European members 
were divided, but the majority were al- 
ways for the mere conservative policy. 
The division was never on the question 
of the principle of equality in nationality 
upon which both sides agreed, but always 
upon the method of furthering this prin- 


ciple. The American women, who are — 


accustomed to a large measure of equality 


in the nationality laws of their own coun- . 
_ tries, were unable to see why the Wom- © 


en’s Consultative Committee should hesi- 
tate to demand such equality in interna- 
tional law. The Asian representatives 
had received a ‘mandate from the All 


Asian Conference of Women held last 
_ year at Lahore, India, to support this 
same position and they did so through- 
out the meeting. The majority of the 
European members contended that, since — 
- the League of Nations’ headquarters was 


in Europe and since it was an institution 
governed primarily by European tradi- 
tions, it would not do for the committee 
to “proceed by the American method” of 
open diplomacy in approaching the 
League but that the methods of Old World 
diplomacy must be followed. 

During the debate Madame Vergara of 
Chile made a stirring appeal to her col- 
leagues on the committee to speak up and 
tell the Assembly in September exactly 
what women want. She said: 3 
__“E come from one of the five countries 
of the world in which there is equality 
between men and women in nationality in 
every respect, It was the delegation from 
my country, Chile, that presented to The 
Hague Codification Conference the reso- 
lution for an international convention to 
establish equality between men and wom- 
en in nationality the world over. My 
country sent me as an official delegate to 
the last Assembly for the express purpose 
of fighting for this principle in the Assem- 
bly. This year my country has appointed 
me again as a delegate to the September 
Assembly to go on with this fight. But 
now I come to this meeting of represen- 
tatives of international feminist organi- 
zations and I am told that we must not 


be so radical as to ask for that which my 


government has sent me to Geneva to 
advocate. It is an extraordinary situa- 
tion to find official government delegates 
to the Assembly in advance of the leaders 
of international feminist organizations 
upon a matter of such concern to women.” 

The Women’s Consultative Committee 


on Nationality was created by the Coun- 


tim 


- 


cil of the League of Nations in J anuary 


1931. It is made up of two representa-_ 
tives each from eight international femi- 


nist organizations, These organizations 


are: The International Council of Wom- | 
en, the International Alliance of Women 


for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship, the 


Women’s International League for Peace 


and Freedom, the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, the Equal Rights In- 
ternational, the World Union of Women 


- for International Concord, the All-Asian 


Conference of Women and the Interna- 
tional Federation of University Women. 
This is the only committee of represen- 
tatives of women’s organizations that has 
ever been invited by the League, in the 


thirteen years of its existence, to advise 


the League concerning the viewpoint of 
women upon a subject in- 
terest to women. 


The sixteen representatives of these 


organizations have been engaged since 
_ the 10th instant in drafting their report 


to the Assembly. In addition to prepar- 
ing the two reports, the committee sent 
an urgent communication to women’s 
societies in those countries which have 
signified that they are preparing to ratify 


The Hague convention asking them to ) 


urge their goveraments to reconsider their 
intentions. 


A cable was also sent by the committee 


to the Nationality Committee of the Insti- 


tut de Droit International which was 
meeting simultaneously at Oslo, urging 
action by the Institut in support of equal- 
ity in nationality, The cable read: 


“Dr. James Brown Scott, 


Chairman Nationality Committee, 


Institut de Droit International, Oslo: 


“The Women’s Consultative Committee 
on Nationality created by the Council of 
the League of Nations unanimously 
adopted a resolution at its August meet- 
ing in Geneva thanking the Institut de 
Droit International for the action of the 
Institut at Cambridge last year support- 
ing greater nationality rignts for women. 
We earnestly hope that the Institut at its 
Oslo meeting will incorporate equal na- 
tionality rights for women in the nation- 
ality project of the Institut as has been 
done by the American Institute of Inter- 


national Law. 


(Signed) Dororay Evans 
Secretary Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee on Nationality created by the 


\Council of the League of Nations.” | 


A propaganda sub-committee of one 
member from each of the eight associa- 
tions on the committee was appointed to 
carry forward the campaign during the 
September Assembly with Lillian von 
Matsch as chairman. It was also decided 
to ask the First Commission of the As- 


sembly, before which the nationality reso- 
Continued on page 264 
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Equal Rights 


National?Woman’s Party (U.S. A.) Cithipaigh to Insure Equal | 


Code of Law to be Administered by World Court 


LEGISLATIVE 


Senate 


EQUALITY RESERVATION TO 
WORLD COURT 


1932 
‘March 22-28—Cables from Alice Paul, Chair- 


man, International Relations Committee, and . 


Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, President, National 
Woman’s Party, related that League of Na- 
tions refused reconsideration of Hague Nation- 
ality Convention; advised Equality Reservation 
- gafeguarding women’s rights in case United 
$States joined World Court, 


Mareh 23-National Council, National Wom- 
an’s Party ‘adopted unanimously following 
reservation: 
to be administered by the World Court shall 
not contain inequalities based on sex.” 


March 28—Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley as Natton- 


al Chairman asked Foreign Relations Commit- 


tee to support Equality Reservation and asked 
for hearing before Committee. Political pres- 
sure through interviews; communications from 
California, Georgia, New York, Massachusetts, 
New Mexico, Alabama, Mississippi and Idaho 
to Senators urging hearing. 


March 30—Equality Reservation introduced 
in Foreign Relations Committee by J. Hamilton 
Lewis (D. Ill.). Committee decided to postpone 
consideration until after Secretary of State 
Stimson’s appearance. : 


Mareh 30—Hiram W. Johnson Cal.) pre- 


sented to Senate cable to him from Mrs. Bel- 
mout, Paris, urging adoption of Equality Reser- 
vation by Senate. (Cong. R. V. 75, p. 7267.) 


April 4——Large public dinner, Hotel Carlton, 
Wash., D. C., Chairman, Edith Houghton 
Hooker (Md.). Speakers: Maud Younger (Cal.), 
Elsie Hill (Conn.), Muna Lee (National Direc- 


tor), Iris “alderhead Walker (N. Y.), Abby | 


Scott Baker (D. C.), Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley 
(D. C,). Resolution adopted calling upon Sec- 
retary of State Stimson to support Equality 
Reservation. 


April 6—Secretary of State Stimson ques- 
tioned before Foreign Relations Committee by 
Senator Hiram W. Johnson (R. Cal.), on Hague 
Nationality Convention and code of law to be 
applied by World Court. 


April 12—Smith W. Brookhart (R. Ia. ), pre- 
sented to Senate U. 8S. Government's reasons 
given by Dep’t. of State for refusing to sign 
Hague Nationality Convention, one of the rea- 
sons being Convention’s unfairness to women. 
(Cong. R. V. 75, p. 8336.) 


April 18—Special Edition, “EQUAL RIGHTS” 
official weekly, National Woman’s Party, ex- 
plaining purposes of Equality Reservation, sold 
on steps of Capitel by Young Women’s Council ; 
News widely featured. 


“Providing that the code of law 


EQUALITY AMENDMENT TO WORLD 
COURT APPROPRIATION | 


May 2—J. Charles Linthicum (D. Md.), in- 
troduced in House resolution to appropriate 
$53,895.85 towards expenses of World Court: 
referred to Foreign Affairs Committee. Ham- 
ilton Fish, Jr. (R. N. Y.), agreed to introduce 


EXECUTIVE 
President and Department of State 


April 7—-Deputations to Secretary of State 
Stimson at State Department. Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley, Chairman, presented resolution passed 
at Carlton dinner and asked Stimson to notify 
Geneva of American women’s opposition to 
Hague Nationality Convention. — 


April 8—Deputation to. Secretary of State 
Stimson, aboard Ile de France, sailing for 
Geneva, Mrs, Stephen H. Pell, (N. Y.), Chair- 
man of Deputation, presented resolution to Sec- 
retary urging him to use his good offices in 
Geneya to secure reconsideration of — Na- 
tio 
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September 10, 1932 


| Senate 
EQUALITY RESERVATION TO 
WORLD COURT 


May 4—Foreign Relations Committee voted 
to hear in Bxecutive Session, May 7, advocates 
of Equality Reservation. Vote: for (4), John- 
son (R. Cal.), Moses (R. N. H.) Robinson (R, 
Ind.), Lewis (D. Ill.); against (3), Borah, (R. 
Id.), Capper (R. Kan.), Fess (R. 0.); absent » 
(15), Reed (R. Pa.), Vandenberg (R. Mich.), 
Glenn (R. Ill.), Cutting (R. N. M.), LaFollette 
(R. Wis.), Shipstead (F. L. Minn.), Swanson . 
(D. Va.), Pittman (D, Nev.), Robinson (D. 
Ark.), Walsh (D. Mont.), Harrison (D. Miss.), 
George (D. Ga.), Black (D. Ala.), Wagner 
(D. N. ¥.), Connally (D., Tex.). 


May 7—Hearing on Equality Reservation be- | 
fore Foreign Relations Committee, Committee 
reconsidered deeision to hold executive s«ssion 
and made hearing public. Speaker: Laura M. 
Berrien (Ga.). Counsel: Burnita Shelton Mat- 
thews (Miss.), Muna Lee, (Foreign Relations . 
Committee Document on World Court Hearings, | 
April 6 and May 7, 1932.) aoe 


May 11—Foreign Relations Committee voted 
to report adherence to World Court with Senate 
Reservations, after having rejected Equality 
Reservation. Vote on Equality Reservation: for 
(5), Johnson Cal.), Moses (R. N. 
Robinson (R, Ind.), Shipstead (F. L. Minn.), 
Lewis (D. Ill); against (10.), Borah (R. Id.), 
Capper (R. Kan.), Reed (R. Pa.), Fess (R. O.), 
Vandenberg (R. Mich.), Glenn (R. IIL), Pitt- 
man (D. Nev.), Robinson (D. Ark.), Walsh (D. 
Mont.), Connally (D. Tex.) ; absent (7), LaFol- 
lette (R. Wis.), Cutting (R. N. M.), Swanson 


House 


HQUALITY AMENDMENT TO WORLD 
| COURT APPROPRIATION 


next meeting of Committee amendment drafted © 


by National Woman’s Party as follows: “Pro- 


vided it be first shown to the satisfaction of. — 


the President that any code of international law 


to be administered by the World Court does not | 


contain inequalities based'on sex.” 


May 6—Equality Amendment to Linthicum 
Resolution introduced in Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee by Hamilton Fish, Jr. Mrs. Stephen H. 
Pell (N. ¥.), Laura M. Berrien (Ga.), mem- 
bers National Council, Nationai Woman’s Party, 
spoke for amendment before Committee. Com- 


| mittee decided hold special hearing on Equality 


Amendment. 


(D. Va.), Harrison (D. Miss.), George (D. | 


Ga.), Black (D. Ala.), Wagner (D. N. Y.). 


May 27—Equality Reservation introduced on 
floor of Senate by Gerald P. Nye (BR. N. D.), 
where it awaits action. | 


dune 29—Hiram W. Johnson (R. Cal.), 
offered to Senate statement on behalf of Equal- 
ity Reservation by Laura M. Berrien before 
Foreign Relations Committee on May 7. (Cong. 
75, p. 14768.) 


* 


| May 13—Hearing on Equality Amendment to 


Linthicum Resolution, Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Speakers: Mrs. Stephen H. Pell (N. Y.), 
Chairman; Ruth Hale (N. ¥Y.), Chairman Jour- 
nalistic Council; Burnita Shelton Matthews 
(Miss.), Research Chairman; Elsie Hill 
(Conn.), State Chairman; Maud Younger 
(Cal.), Congressional Chairman; Iris Calder- 
head Walker, Chairman Equality Reservation 
Campaign; Mabel Van Dyke (D. C.), Chairman 
Young Women’s Council; Pauline Adams (Va.), 
Chairman Norfolk Branch; Mrs. Max Rotter 
(Wis.), Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley (D. C.), Na- 
tional Chairman; Lillian D. Morey (Md.), 
Former Pres. Montgomery Co., Md., League of 
Women Voters. 


June 7—Foreign Affairs Committee in execu- 
tive session approved Linthicum Resolution; 
disapproved Eguality Amendment. Both votes 
were Viva Yoce. 


STATUS AND PROCEDURE 


_When the Senate acts upon the question of 
United States adherence or non-adherence to 
World Court, the Equality Reservation offered 
by Senator Nye will be considered. 


When Linthicum Resolution is reported to 
House, the Equality Amendment will be offered 
from the floor. | 


| 


| National 
| Committeewoman ; Speakers: Rebekah 8. Great- 


May 4—Deputation of 400 women at White 
House to ask President Hoover to support 
Hquality Reservation. Chairman of Deputation: 
Mrs. Stephen H. Pell (N. Y.), National Council 
Woman's Party, State Republican 


house (N. J.), Ass’t U. 8. Attorney and Chair- 
™man Lawyers’ Council, National Woman’s Par- 
ty; Mrs. Pinckney Estes Glantzberg, Chairman 
Public Relations, N. Y¥. State Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs; 
Mrs. Mariot Murphy (N. M.),.member State 


| Bar Association, former State President League 


of Women. Voters ; Nina Broderick Price (N, Y.), 
Chairman International Relations Committee 
of Zonta International; Laura M. Berrien 
(Ga.), Chairman Committee on International 
Relations, National Association of Women Law- 


| yers; Katherine R. Pike, former president Na- 


tional Association of Women Lawyers; Mrs. 
Max Rotter (Wis.), Feminist under whose lead- 
ership Wisconsin adopted most comprehensive 
| State Equal Rights Bill in country. , 
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(Continued from page 251.) | 
lution will come, to receive a deputation 


of women who are themselves victims of 


the discriminations against women in the 
existing nationality laws. 
It was decided to ask members of 


the Women’s Consultative Committee on 


Nationality who have been or may be 
appointed as delegates from their re- 


spective governments to the coming As-— 


sembly to present the women’s demand 


International Feminists and Nationality Rights 


on nationality in the form of a resolution 
to the Assembly. The two members of 
the Women’s Consultative Committee who 
have received such appointment from 
their governments up to the present are 
Marta Vergara of Chile and Maria de 
Pizano of Colombia, representatives of 
the Inter American Commission of Wom- 
en on the Women’s Consultative Com- 

The chairman of the committee meeting — 


Equal Rights 


was Eugénie Meller (Hungary). The 


secretary was Dorothy Evans (England) 


and the assistant secretary was L. C. A, 
van Eeghen (Holland). The Drafting 
Committee was composed of Lola Mav. 
erick Lioyd (U. S. A.) Chrystal Mac. 


_ Millan (England) and Alice Paul (U. §. 


A.). The Press Committee for the meet- 
ing. was composed of Margaret B. Cousins 
(India), Emilie Gourd (Switzerland) and 
Dr. Ammie Leuch 


Statement Submitted League Nations Assembly ‘the 
Nationality Women and Hague Nationality 


HE representatives of the under- 


of the Women’s Consultative Com- 


mittee on Nationality created by the 
eae of the League of Nations, unite 
in submitting the following statement in. 


response to: the opportunity for further 

observations from this Committee gra- 

ciously afforded by the last Assembly: 
We wish, first, to reaffirm the princi- 


ples set forth in our Report to the As- — 


sembly last year, wherein we expressed 
our opposition to the Hague Nationality 
Convention becanse it differentiates be- 
tween men and women, and wherein we 


urged the Assembly to submit to the 
Governments a new Convention founded © 


upon the principle of equality in nation- 
ality. We wish also in this connection to 
emphasize again the especial significance 
of the Hague Nationality Convention as 
the beginning of the League of Nations’ 
program for the codification of interna- 
tional law and the particular importance 


therefore of keeping the Convention free — 


from inequalities based on sex. 
- We make these declarations with even 


greater emphasis this year because we | 


are face to face today with an emergency 
—namely, the imminent danger of the 
ratification of the Hague Convention. 
During the past year one additional Gov- 
ernment has adhered to this Convention 
and several others, in replying to the 
League of Nations’ inquiry, have stated 
their intention to ratify. Only seven 
more ratifications or adhesions are need- 


ed to bring the Convention into operation. 


The long-heralded code of international 
law would then be established with dis- 
crimination against women in its open- 


ing articles, and a new era would be 


opened with deplorable reaction. 

Not only is there an emergency because 
of the danger of the ratification of the 
Hague Convention but there is also an 
emergency in that women are suffering 
today, as never before in recent times, 
from the disastrous consequences of un- 


- equal nationality laws. The recommen- 


dation by the Hague Codification Confer- 
ence that the States should study “the 
question whether it would not be possible 


to introduce into their law the princi- | 


7 signed four organizations, members 


ple of the equality of the sexes in. mat- 


ters of nationality” has not been carried — 
into effect. The result is that now, in — 
_ this time of economic distress, large num- 
‘bers of women who have been deprived 


by marriage of their own nationality are 
unable to get employment because they 


are classed as aliens even though living | 
in the land of their birth. Some cannot . 


carry on their professions because their 


licenses have been taken away on the — 


ground that they are aliens. Others sud- 
denly find that various new restrictions 


applying to fereigners prevent them from 


going on with the trade or occupation in 
which they have been engaged for years. 
And it is not only|in the matter of em- 
ployment that women are finding it an 
exceedingly great handicap in these times 


to have their nationality changed without 
their consent—the woman who has been — 


in Government service finds she has lost 
her pension; the woman who is sick finds 
the State hospitals of her native country 
closed to her; the woman who is destitute 


‘finds she has no claim upon her own coun. _ 


try for help. 


It is gratifying that the “Assembly rea- 


lizes the seriousness of this situation and 


has put the subject of the nationality of 


women and the Hague Nationality Con- 


vention upon the agenda of the coming ~ 


Assembly. Since the Assembly plans to 
consider this problem we wish to present 


certain recommendations. We are in en- 
tire agreement with all that is said by our - 
colleagues on this Committee in their ac- 
companying statement to the Assembly — 


but we believe that in this emergency we 
should make recommendations for action 


as well as for further study. We there- 


fore lay before the Assembly the follow- 
ing recommendations and in doing so we 


believe that we are expressing the desires 


and hopes of vast numbers of women me 
world over. 


RECOM MENDATIONS | 
In order to put the eodification work 
already undertaken by the League upon a 
basis of equality between men and wom- 
en, and in order to prevent inequalities 
in any future codification by the League, 
we urgently request the Aesembly to take 


whatever measures are necessary and 
within its power: 

1. To bring about the reconsideration 
of the Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion ; 

2. To delete from the Hague National. 

jty Convention the four articles that 


discriminate against women (arti- | 


eles 8, 9, 10, 11); 

3. To submit to the Governments a new 
Convention founded on the princi- 
ple of equality between men and 
women with regard to nationality, 
along the lines of the draft Conven- 

- tion which was placed by the delega- 
tion from Chile before the Hague 

Codification Conference, reading: 
“the Contracting States agree that 
from the going inio effect of this 

Convention there shall be no. dis- 

tinction based en sex in their law and 

_ practice relating to nationality” ; 

4. To provide means for taking into 

consideration the woman’s point of 
view on all codification projects 
affecting the status of women which 
- may hereafter be brought ‘forward; 
5.. To ensure that all future codifica- 
tion’ of international law undertak- 
en under the auspices of the League 
shall be free from — based 
on sex, (*) 
(Signed) 
The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
by Eugénie M. Meller | 
| Lola Maverick Lloyd. 
The Inter American Commissien of 
Women 
by Alice Paul 
Marta Vergara. 
The Equal Rights International 
by Dorothy Bvans 
| Lillian von Matsch. 
The All Asian Conference of 
Women 
pao | by Rosa Welt Straus, 
August 1982. Margaret E, Cousins. 
recommendation Js im \ina: withthe 
proposed Equality Reservation to the Resolu- 
tion for the adherence of the United States to 
the World Court. This Reservation, which is 
now pending before the United. States Senate, 


reads: “provided that. the Code of Law to be 
administered by the World Court shall not con- 


tain inequalities based on sex.” 
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The Nationality 


HE Hague Nationality Convention 
recognizing one rule for women and 


another for men has been widely — 


hailed by the League of Nations as the 


first step in the project of the league for 
a world code of law to be administered 3 


by the World Court. 


A world code of law should express the 
It should be based on 
equity and equality, not inequality. The — 
Hague Nationality Convention, however, 


highest ideals. 


which is the cornerstone for the world 


code, clearly imposes upon women an in- 


ferior position. 


The convention a woman for 


marrying a foreigner but does not penal- 


ize a man for marrying a foreigner. A 


woman marries a man of another coun- 


try. This convention approves of her — 
country depriving her of her own na-~ 


tionality without her consent and even 
against her will, provided the foreign 
country of her husband takes her on as a 
It is an arbitrary method of 
thrusting upon a woman the nationality 
of a foreign country for which she may 
have no attachment. Thus itis that the 


aperson inherownright. = 


The articles of the 


tion dealing particularly with women are 


articles 8, 9, 10, and 11. Article 8 pro-. 
vides that if the national law of the wife 


causes her to lose her nationality on mar- 
riage with a foreigner, this consequence 
shall be conditional on her acquiring the 
nationality of the husband. This article 


gives recognition to the right of a govern. 


ment to withdraw its nationality from a 
woman if the country of her husband im- 
poses his nationality on her. In other 
words the convention permits a country 


to throw out its own women provided _— 


some foreign country will take them. It 


‘is still the foreign country, that is the 
husband’s country, the law of which gov- 


erns what will happen to her nationality. 
It thrusts upon a woman without her 


consent allegiance to a foreign country. . 


it leaves the woman without a voice in 
the all important matter of her national- 
ity. 

It has been said that because this con- 
vention aims to prevent statelessness 
among women, that we should approve it. 
Women are not asking to be given some 
state. We want our own state. We will 
not stand for being threwn about from 
one country to another without our con- 
sent. How much comfort would any of 
you gentlemen get, out of the prevention 


of statelessness if instead of the United > 


States you were allowed to be a national 
of an oriental state which you considered 
less civilized? 

It is argued on behalf of The Hague 
Nationality Convention that it is a step 


ish law, from bei 


Statement regarding the Hague Nation- 
ality Convention submitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the 


United States Senate by Burnita Shel- 

ton Matthews, of Mississippi, Member 
of the National Council of the Na- 
tional Woman's Party, Chairman of 
the Committee on Jurisprudence and 
Law Reform of the National Associa- 
tion of Women Lawyers, Member of 
the Bar of the United States Tn 
Court. 


in for British wom- 
en because it will prevent a British wom- 
an, who loses her nationality under Brit- 
stateless when she 
marries an American whose law being 


more enlightened, does not bestow Ameri : 
ean nationality upon her. | 


We American women are not interested 


in bolstering up the British Government’s 
original injustice to a British woman in 
‘depriving her of her nationality when she 


marries a foreigner. We are interested 


in joining with Britisa women in prevent. 
ing a convention which makes it possible 
convention refuses to treat.a woman ~~: for the British Government to patch up 


-its first wrong. That is what this conven- 


tion does. It seeks to alleviate without 
undoiig the wrong which causes the 


 Woman’s statelessness, Furthermore, no 
mari can ever become stateless on account 


of marriage. Why should women approve 
a world code which begins by writing into 
international law a special rule for wom- 


en instead of one preventing such a con- 


dition from arising? 
Article 9 of the convention declares 
that if the national law of the wife causes 


her to lose her nationality upon a change 
in the nationality of her husband oceur- 


ring during marriage, this consequence 
shall be conditional on her acquiring her 
husband’s new nationality. So we see 


that in so far as a woman is concerned, 


nationality is to be put on and to be put 
off like a dress. It depends not upon her 


own volition but upon the status of her 


Under article 10 it is sina that the 
husband is the one to initiate naturali- 
zation during marriage. The wife may or 
may not consent to change her national- 
ity along with the husband. I believe 
the United States delegation to The 
Hague conference offered an amendment 


to make this article read to the effect that 
naturalization of either spouse during | 


marriage should not involve a change in 
the nationality of the other spouse with- 
out that spouse’s consent. But this equal 
text was rejected and the present text of 
article 10 adopted. There was a proposal 
to omit. this article altogether because 
even this smal] recognition to a wife’s 
consent was given. 


Article 11 of the Na ationality Conven- 
tion might be called the first interna- 
tional law on widows. It is silent on 
widowers. Why? Because no man loses 
his nationality because of marriage. 
Therefore no problem of recovery arises. 
as to him. What does this Convention do 


_ for widows? If upon the dissolution of 


the marriage, the law of her native coun- 
try permits her to recover her pre-mar- 


‘riage nationality, she may do so. The 


original wrong done her by the State— 
that is, taking her nationality away from 
hein not undone by the State. She 
must affirmatively take steps to reinstate 
herself. Of course it might happen that 


she might need the protection of her gov- 
ernment at a time when it could not be 


given her, For example, a woman has be- 


- eome a national of another country by 


marriage. Her husband dies while the 
country, the nationality of which she ac- 


- quired by marriage, is at war with her 


native ‘country. - She might be suspected 
and despised and mistreated by his coun- 
try, for which she had never acquired any 
attachment, but being an enemy alien of 
her native country she would not be en- 
titled to repatriation. 


It has also been said that the women of 
the United States will not be affected by 
the nationality convention; that- only the 
women of the countries ratifying the 
convention will be affected. But is that 
true? Let us say that a woman citizen 
of the United States marries a national 


of a foreign country, which thrusts upon 


her the nationality of her husband, and 
that the foreign country has ratified the 
nationality’ convention. By the law 
of this country she remains a citizen of 
the United States. Rv the law of her 
husband’s country she is a citizen of that 
foreign country. There is nothing what- 
ever in the nationality convention pre- 
venting the forcing upon a woman citizen 
of the United States the nationality of 
her foreign husband or dual nationality. 
Such a situation can never arise in the 
case of a man. He can not become a dual 
by marriage. we 

But even if this were not so, our an- 
swer would be that a wrong done to 
women anywhere in the world is a wrong 
done to American women. Whenever 
Jews, for example, are wronged in one 
spot of the globe, Jews everywhere pro- 
test,. considering their dignity to be 
affected as a group. Very often when the 


rights of a member of the working class 
are believed to have been injured, groups 
of workers elsewhere rise to protest the — 
injustice to all workers. When the rights 
of minorities in one part of the world 
are threatened, minorities everywhere are 
affected and so vitally that they have 
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banded themselves together in their de- 
mand upon the League of Nations for 


hak so women may be said to have at- 


tained sufficient solidarity now to unite 


to safeguard all women’s rights whenever 
women are in danger of having an in- 
ferior position put upon them. And not 
the least unselfish in this regard are 
American women. 


The codification of law 


was intended to be done in a progressive 
spirit. But in so far as women are con- 
cerned, the nationality convention is a 


that a world code would last for cen- 
turies. There are countries totaling one- 
bal of the population of he world which 


It would crystallize 
into international law a subordinate 
sition for women. It may be presumed 


do not force a foreign husband's national. 
ity upon a woman. 

The code should take the position of 
progress as represented by the laws of 


these countries rather than base itself on 


those countries whose laws take a back- 
ward position. We must insist that a 
woman have all the freedom of,choice in 
nationality which a man has. Nationality 
is a thing of the spirit, and the love of 
women for their country should be recog- 
nized and respected. To establish one 
law for women and another for men is 
a reflection upon women everywhere. 

If the United States is to enter the 
World 
tain that the code of law to be adminis- 


tered by that court is not unfair to’ omen. 
At this time the League of Nations is ex- 
erting every effort. to. secure théremain- 


should’ first be made 


Equal Rights 


+ 


ing seven ratifications necessary to put 


7" into effect the nationality convention 
whieh jeopardizes the and 
“freedom of women. 


The women of this country should not 
be taxed to support a World Court which 


_is to be used as an instrument to apply a 


world law based on the theory of the in- 


feriority of women and the nied: of 
| 


If the United States tosivls upon equal 


treatment of men and women under the 


world code as a condition to joining the 


World Court, then this country will have 
_ grasped a golden opportunity ‘to encour- 


age the establishing of an ideal code 
hased on equality. It will have taken 
moral leadership on behalf of the rights 
of women, leadership which the world 
sorely needs at this time. 


Senator Nye Introduces the Equality Reservation 


an’s Party to the vote in the Senate 


T HE answer of the National Wom- 


Foreign Relations Committee which 


by a narrow margin rejected the equality 
 peservation to United States entrafice to- 


the World Court, was the introduction 
of the equality reservation on the Senate 
floor on the afternoon of May 27. The 
equality reservation was introduced on 
the floor by Senator Gerald P. Nye, of 


North Dakota, who introduced the Equal 


Rights Amendment - in the Senate on 


be equality reservation safeguards 
the rights of women,” explained Iris 
alderhead Walker, who has been direct- 
ing the reservation campaign. “It pro- 
vides that in the event the United States 
to the Statute of the World 
Court, it shall make the following reser- 
istered by the World Court shall not con- 
tain inequalities, hased on sex.” 


Mrs. Wiley Outlines 


chairman of the National Woman’s 


Party and newly-elected president of the 
District Federation of Woman’s Clubs, — 


in broadeasting recently over WMAL, out- 
lined the Federation’s plans for the fu- 
ture. The District Federation, like the 
General Federation, has eight 
ments of work. 

In speaking of the tials of the eae 
ment of International Relations, Mrs. 


Wiley. said: 


 “Qur chairman of International Rela- 
tions, Mrs. George Oliver Gillingham, will 
keep us informed as to the progress made 
by, our Government toward adherence to 
the World Court. Petitions to join the 
World Court are being circulated for 


he code of law to be admin- — 


s Plans 
RS. HARVEY W. WILEY, national 


The complete text: ‘ot, resolution as” 
introduced by Senator Nye reads : 

Wuereas the United States ‘Goyern 
ment refused to be a party to the nation- 
ality convention adopted by the First Con- 
ference for the Codification of Interna- 
tional Law, held under the auspices of 
the League of ‘Nations at The Hague 1930, 
one of the grounds of its refusal being 
that this convention was not based on 
equality between men and women in 


nationality. rights, for. which equality this 


Government stands, and ~ 

Wuereas the Department of State has 
three times officially stated its disap- 
proval of this tonvéntion; first, through 


the chief delegate to The Hague Confer- 


ence; second, through the State Depart- 


ment’s press release of April 15, 1930; 


third, in the Secretary of State’s letter 
of June 23, 1931, to the Secretary-Gen- 


_ eral of the League; and 


Wuereas American women havé joined 


Feminist Notes 


federated clubwomen to sign, but per- 
sonally | hope they will at the same time 


ask that the world code to be adminis- 
tered by such court shall not be based on ~ 
the theory of the subjection of women. 


“The United States Government de- 
clined to sign The Hague Convention on 


Nationality in April of 1930, because it. 


contained discriminations against women. 
orld code to be administered by a 


highest ideals. The Women’s Consulta- 
tive Committee, made up of women from 
eight international. organizations, on Au- 
gust 18 of this year urged the. League of 
Nations to begin its codification over 
again, so that the structure about to be 
raised may: be founded upon justice. 
“Senator Gerald P. Nye introduced into 


- court should be based upon the > 


with the women of the world in demand- 
ing from the League the submission of a 


new convention based on equality; and 


 Wierras the League of Nations has 


so far opposed all efforts by women to 


secure submission of a new convention; 
and is, instead, pressing for ratifications 


of the projected, unfair oe con- 
vention; and 


Whereas the rights of wom- 
en and the American standard of equality 


_ will be endangered if the code of law to 


be established for the Court to apply has 


injustice as its Curnaretone : Therefore, 
be it 


Resolved, That in the event the United 
States adheres to the statute of the World 


Court it shall make the following reser- 


vc Tet the code of law to be admin- 
istered by the World Court shall not 
contain based on sex, 


‘the Senate of the United ‘States last 


month an equality reservation for the ad- 
herence of this country to the court, The 
reservation will come up for considera- 
tion at the next session of Congress.” 
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